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Services in developing the training and edu-
cational programs and materials under sub-
section (a); and 

(2) with the head of the Missing Alz-
heimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program 
within the Department of Justice, to deter-
mine if any existing material with respect to 
training programs or educational materials 
developed or used as part of such Patient 
Alert Program are appropriate and may be 
used for the programs under subsection (a). 
SEC. 107. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR THE SILVER ALERT COMMU-
NICATIONS NETWORK. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Department of Justice such sums as may 
be necessary to carry out the Silver Alert 
communications network as authorized 
under this title. 
SEC. 108. GRANT PROGRAM FOR SUPPORT OF 

SILVER ALERT PLANS. 
(a) GRANT PROGRAM.—Subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations to carry out this 
section, the Attorney General shall carry 
out a program to provide grants to States for 
the development and enhancement of pro-
grams and activities for the support of Silver 
Alert plans and the Silver Alert communica-
tions network. 

(b) ACTIVITIES.—Activities funded by 
grants under the program under subsection 
(a) may include— 

(1) the development and implementation of 
education and training programs, and associ-
ated materials, relating to Silver Alert 
plans; 

(2) the development and implementation of 
law enforcement programs, and associated 
equipment, relating to Silver Alert plans; 

(3) the development and implementation of 
new technologies to improve Silver Alert 
communications; and 

(4) such other activities as the Attorney 
General considers appropriate for supporting 
the Silver Alert communications network. 

(c) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the cost of any activities funded by a grant 
under the program under subsection (a) may 
not exceed 50 percent. 

(d) DISTRIBUTION OF GRANTS ON GEOGRAPHIC 
BASIS.—The Attorney General shall, to the 
maximum extent practicable, ensure the dis-
tribution of grants under the program under 
subsection (a) on an equitable basis through-
out the various regions of the United States. 

(e) ADMINISTRATION.—The Attorney Gen-
eral shall prescribe requirements, including 
application requirements, for grants under 
the program under subsection (a). 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) There is authorized to be appropriated 

to the Department of Justice $5,000,000 for 
each of the fiscal years 2009 through 2013 to 
carry out this section and, in addition, 
$5,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2009 
through 2013 to carry out subsection (b)(3). 

(2) Amounts appropriated pursuant to the 
authorization of appropriations in paragraph 
(1) shall remain available until expended. 

TITLE II—KRISTEN’S ACT 
REAUTHORIZATION 

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as ‘‘Kristen’s Act 

Reauthorization of 2009’’. 
SEC. 202. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Every year thousands of adults become 

missing due to advanced age, diminished 
mental capacity, or foul play. Often there is 
no information regarding the whereabouts of 
these adults and many of them are never re-
united with their families. 

(2) Missing adults are at great risk of both 
physical harm and sexual exploitation. 

(3) In most cases, families and local law en-
forcement officials have neither the re-
sources nor the expertise to undertake ap-
propriate search efforts for a missing adult. 

(4) The search for a missing adult requires 
cooperation and coordination among Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement agen-
cies and assistance from distant commu-
nities where the adult may be located. 

(5) Federal assistance is urgently needed to 
help with coordination among such agencies. 
SEC. 203. GRANTS FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF OR-

GANIZATIONS TO FIND MISSING 
ADULTS. 

(a) GRANTS.— 
(1) GRANT PROGRAM.—Subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations to carry out this 
section, the Attorney General shall make 
competitive grants to public agencies or 
nonprofit private organizations, or combina-
tions thereof, to— 

(A) maintain a national resource center 
and information clearinghouse for missing 
and unidentified adults; 

(B) maintain a national, interconnected 
database for the purpose of tracking missing 
adults who are determined by law enforce-
ment to be endangered due to age, dimin-
ished mental capacity, or the circumstances 
of disappearance, when foul play is suspected 
or circumstances are unknown; 

(C) coordinate public and private programs 
that locate or recover missing adults or re-
unite missing adults with their families; 

(D) provide assistance and training to law 
enforcement agencies, State and local gov-
ernments, elements of the criminal justice 
system, nonprofit organizations, and individ-
uals in the prevention, investigation, pros-
ecution, and treatment of cases involving 
missing adults; 

(E) provide assistance to families in locat-
ing and recovering missing adults; and 

(F) assist in public notification and victim 
advocacy related to missing adults. 

(2) APPLICATIONS.—The Attorney General 
shall periodically solicit applications for 
grants under this section by publishing a re-
quest for applications in the Federal Reg-
ister and by posting such a request on the 
website of the Department of Justice. 

(b) OTHER DUTIES.—The Attorney General 
shall— 

(1) coordinate programs relating to missing 
adults that are funded by the Federal Gov-
ernment; and 

(2) encourage coordination between State 
and local law enforcement and public agen-
cies and nonprofit private organizations re-
ceiving a grant pursuant to subsection (a). 
SEC. 204. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this title $4,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2010 through 2020. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this is the third elder 

justice bill that we present to date. 
Like the previous two elder justice 
bills, this bill also passed the House 

last September on suspension but was 
not able to be considered by the Senate 
before adjournment. 

Thousands of vulnerable older adults 
go missing each year as a result of de-
mentia, diminished capacity, foul play, 
and other unusual circumstances. For 
example, the Alzheimer’s Foundation 
of America estimates that more than 5 
million Americans suffer from Alz-
heimer’s disease; and, according to the 
foundation, approximately 60 percent 
of these men and women are likely to 
wander from their homes. If they do, 
the disorientation and confusion that 
is a part of this illness keeps many 
from finding their way back home. 
Their safe return then often depends on 
being found quickly. If not found with-
in 24 hours, roughly half risk serious 
illness, injury, or death. 

When the House passed the bill last 
Congress, 11 States had Silver Alert 
programs. As we again consider this 
bill, there are now 13 States with the 
Silver Alert programs. 

The need for Silver Alert programs 
and for appropriate assistance from 
Congress continue to grow. Last Con-
gress, three Members of Congress, 
LLOYD DOGGETT of Texas, SUE MYRICK 
of North Carolina, and GUS BILIRAKIS 
of Florida, individually introduced leg-
islation to address this serious problem 
in separate bills. H.R. 632 combines 
these three bills into one. 

Title I, the National Silver Alert Act 
of 2009, establishes a national program 
patterned after the successful Amber 
Alert program for children. It creates a 
national Silver Alert coordinator re-
sponsible for developing voluntary 
guidelines, standards, and protocols for 
States to consider in the creation of 
their own local Silver Alert plans. It 
establishes a Department of Justice 
grant program to help States develop 
and implement local Silver Alert pro-
grams. And, finally, the program re-
quires the coordinator to submit an-
nual reports on the status and activi-
ties of the State Silver Alert plans. 

Title II reauthorizes Kristen’s Act, 
which expired in 2005. Kristen’s Act 
provides for competitive grants to both 
public agencies and nonprofit private 
organizations for a national resource 
center, information clearinghouse, and 
database for tracking missing adults, 
training, and other related activities. I 
commend Congressman DOGGETT, Con-
gresswoman MYRICK, and Congressman 
BILIRAKIS for their hard work and bi-
partisan efforts to address the critical 
problem of missing elders. I urge my 
colleagues to support this important 
legislation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. POE of Texas. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support 

H.R. 632, the National Silver Alert Act 
of 2009, to help protect the elderly, par-
ticularly those suffering from Alz-
heimer’s or other forms of dementia. 
This legislation is the work of three 
bills sponsored by the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. DOGGETT), the gentleman 
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